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George Takei's memoir, They Called Us Enemy, is a powerful and moving
account of his experiences as a Japanese American who was incarcerated
in internment camps during World War II. Takei's story is one of resilience,
hope, and the enduring power of the human spirit.

Takei was born in Los Angeles in 1937. His parents were Japanese
immigrants who had come to the United States in search of a better life.
Takei's early childhood was happy and carefree. He enjoyed playing with
his friends, going to school, and spending time with his family.

However, everything changed after the attack on Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941. The United States government immediately began
rounding up Japanese Americans, regardless of their citizenship or loyalty.
Takei and his family were forced to leave their home and were sent to an
internment camp in Manzanar, California.
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Life in the internment camp was difficult. Takei and his family were forced to
live in cramped quarters with no privacy. They were subjected to racism
and discrimination from the guards and other camp staff. Despite these
hardships, Takei and his family never gave up hope. They formed a
community within the camp and supported each other through the darkest
of times.

Takei was released from the internment camp in 1945. He went on to have
a successful career as an actor, writer, and activist. He has starred in
numerous films and television shows, including Star Trek and The Twilight
Zone. He has also written several books, including They Called Us Enemy.

Takei's memoir is a powerful reminder of the importance of fighting for
justice and equality. It is also a testament to the power of the human spirit.
Despite the hardships he endured, Takei never lost his hope or his sense of
humor. He is an inspiration to us all.

Themes of the Book

They Called Us Enemy explores a number of important themes, including:

Resilience: Takei's memoir is a testament to the resilience of the
human spirit. Despite the hardships he endured, he never gave up
hope.

Hope: Even in the darkest of times, Takei never lost his hope. He
believed that one day he and his family would be released from the
internment camp and that they would be able to rebuild their lives.

Justice: Takei's memoir is a powerful indictment of the injustice of the
Japanese American internment. He argues that the government's



decision to round up and imprison Japanese Americans was a
violation of their civil rights.

Equality: Takei's memoir is a call for equality for all people. He
believes that everyone deserves to be treated with dignity and respect,
regardless of their race, religion, or sexual orientation.

Impact of the Book

They Called Us Enemy has had a profound impact on readers around the
world. The book has helped to raise awareness of the Japanese American
internment and has inspired people to fight for justice and equality.

The book has also been praised for its literary merit. Takei's writing is clear,
concise, and moving. He has a gift for storytelling and his memoir is a
page-turner from beginning to end.

They Called Us Enemy is a must-read for anyone who is interested in
history, social justice, or the human spirit. It is a powerful and moving story
that will stay with you long after you finish reading it.
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