Simple Safe Baby-Led Weaning: A
Comprehensive Guide to Introducing Solids

What is Baby-Led Weaning?

Baby-led weaning (BLW) is a method of introducing solids to babies that
allows them to self-feed. This means that instead of pureeing or spoon-
feeding your baby, you offer them whole, finger-sized pieces of food that
they can explore and eat at their own pace.
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BLW is a great way to encourage your baby's independence and autonomy.
It also allows them to develop their fine motor skills and coordination. Plus,
it can be a lot of fun for both you and your baby!

Is Baby-Led Weaning Right for My Baby?
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BLW is a great option for most babies. However, it is important to talk to
your doctor before starting BLW if your baby has any of the following
conditions:

= Premature birth

= Low birth weight

= Developmental delays

= Medical conditions that affect their ability to swallow or breathe

How to Start Baby-Led Weaning

The best time to start BLW is when your baby is around 6 months old and
is able to sit up with support. They should also be showing an interest in
food and be able to put objects in their mouths.

To start BLW, simply offer your baby small pieces of soft, cooked foods.
Some good first foods to try include:

= Bananas

= Avocados

=  Sweet potatoes

= Carrots

= Broccoli

Let your baby explore the food and eat it at their own pace. Don't be
surprised if they make a mess! This is all part of the learning process.

Tips for Safe Baby-Led Weaning



Here are some tips for safe BLW:
= Make sure your baby is sitting up with support. This will help to
prevent them from choking.

= Offer small, soft pieces of food. This will make it easier for your baby
to eat and swallow.

= Avoid foods that are hard, sticky, or slippery. These foods can be
difficult for babies to chew and swallow, and they can pose a choking
hazard.

= Supervise your baby while they are eating. This will help you to
ensure that they are safe and that they are not eating any foods that
they should not.

= Be patient and supportive. BL\W can take some time for babies to

learn, so don't get discouraged if your baby doesn't eat much at first.

Foods to Avoid for Baby-Led Weaning

There are some foods that you should avoid giving your baby during BLW.
These foods include:

= Honey (before 1 year old)

= Raw milk

= Raw eggs

= Undercooked meat

= Fish with bones

= Nuts and seeds (whole)



= Popcorn

= Hard candy

= Gum
Baby-led weaning is a great way to introduce solids to your baby. It is a
safe, fun, and developmentally-appropriate way to help your baby learn
about food and develop their independence. If you are considering BLW, be

sure to talk to your doctor first and follow these tips to ensure that your
baby is safe while eating.

Additional Resources:

= Baby-Led Weaning from HealthyChildren.org

= Baby-Led Weaning from La Leche League International

= Solid Starts: A Comprehensive Resource on Baby-Led Weaning
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