
Mean Ol' Mr. Gravity: An Exploration of Mark
Rippetoe's Approach to Strength Training
In the realm of strength training, Mark Rippetoe stands as a towering figure,
both revered and reviled. His no-nonsense approach to weightlifting has
earned him a cult following, while his outspoken views and acerbic wit have
made him a polarizing figure. Whether you love him or hate him, there's no
denying the impact Rippetoe has had on the world of fitness.

In this article, we'll delve into the mind of Mark Rippetoe, exploring his
unique training philosophy and the principles that have made him one of
the most influential strength coaches of our time. We'll also examine the
controversies that have dogged his career, and ultimately attempt to
answer the question: is Mark Rippetoe a villain or a visionary?
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Mark Rippetoe was born in 1954 in Wichita Falls, Texas. He played football
in high school and college, and after graduating, he worked as a high
school strength coach before opening his own gym, Wichita Falls Athletic
Club, in 1985.

Rippetoe is a self-taught strength coach who developed his own training
methods through years of trial and error. He is best known for his Starting
Strength program, which is a simple, evidence-based approach to strength
training for beginners. Starting Strength focuses on the barbell back squat,
bench press, deadlift, overhead press, and power clean.

Rippetoe is a controversial figure in the fitness community. He is often
accused of being too dogmatic and of promoting a style of training that is
too simplistic and potentially dangerous. However, his detractors cannot
deny the results that his clients have achieved. Starting Strength has
helped countless people get stronger, lose weight, and improve their overall
health.

The Philosophy: Mean Ol' Mr. Gravity

Mark Rippetoe's training philosophy is based on the belief that strength is
the most important physical quality. He argues that strength is essential for
performing everyday tasks, preventing injuries, and improving overall
health.

Rippetoe believes that the best way to build strength is to lift heavy
weights. He recommends training with weights that are approximately 80%
of your one-rep max. This level of intensity is necessary to stimulate
muscle growth and strength gains.



Rippetoe also emphasizes the importance of proper form. He believes that
lifting with good form is essential for preventing injuries and getting the
most out of your workouts.

Rippetoe's training philosophy is often described as "Mean Ol' Mr. Gravity."
This is because Rippetoe believes that gravity is the ultimate test of
strength. If you can't lift a weight against gravity, then you're not strong.

The Controversies

Mark Rippetoe is no stranger to controversy. He has been accused of
promoting a style of training that is too simplistic, too dangerous, and too
dogmatic.

One of the most common criticisms of Rippetoe is that his training
programs are too simplistic. Critics argue that Rippetoe's focus on the five
basic barbell lifts neglects other important aspects of fitness, such as
cardiovascular health, flexibility, and muscular endurance.

Another criticism of Rippetoe is that his training programs are too
dangerous. Critics argue that Rippetoe's emphasis on lifting heavy weights
with maximal effort increases the risk of injuries.

Finally, some critics accuse Rippetoe of being too dogmatic. They argue
that Rippetoe is unwilling to consider other training methods and that he is
too quick to dismiss alternative viewpoints.

The Legacy

Despite the controversies, there is no denying the impact that Mark
Rippetoe has had on the world of fitness. Starting
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