Exploring the Scenic Rail Trails of lllinois,
Indiana, and Ohio: A Cyclist's Paradise

Get ready to embark on an unforgettable cycling adventure as we delve
into the picturesque rail trails that traverse the heart of lllinois, Indiana, and
Ohio. These meticulously converted former railroad lines offer cyclists of all
levels the chance to immerse themselves in breathtaking landscapes, rich
history, and vibrant communities.

lllinois:

1. lllinois Prairie Path:
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Spanning an impressive 61 miles, the lllinois Prairie Path is a beloved trail
that stretches from the bustling city of Chicago to the charming town of
Aurora. As you pedal along, you'll be treated to panoramic views of rolling
prairies, tranquil waterways, and historic bridges. The path is well-
maintained and mostly flat, making it an ideal choice for families and casual
cyclists.

2. Rock Island Trail:
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Covering approximately 28 miles, the Rock Island Trail offers a leisurely

ride along the scenic Rock River. Beginning in the historic town of Rock
Island, the trail meanders through picturesque forests, charming towns, and
serene riverbanks. The gently sloping terrain provides a relaxing
experience for all levels of cyclists, while the scenic surroundings create a
memorable journey.

Indiana:

3. Nickel Plate Trail:
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Stretching over 35 miles, the Nickel Plate Trail is a popular destination for

cyclists and hikers alike. This paved trail follows the former Nickel Plate
Railroad line, connecting the cities of Kokomo and Rochester. Along the
way, you'll encounter bustling towns, rolling hills, and picturesque bridges.
The trail's gentle grade makes it suitable for riders of all ages and abilities.

4. Cardinal Greenway:
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At over 60 miles in length, the Cardinal Greenway is a true cycling haven.

This multi-use trail winds through the heart of Indiana, connecting the cities
of Richmond and Muncie. As you ride through pristine forests, cross
babbling streams, and admire the rolling hills, you'll experience the natural
beauty of the Midwest. The trail's well-maintained surface and gentle
slopes make it a delight for all cyclists.

Ohio:

5. Little Miami Scenic Trail:
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Considered one of the most scenic trails in the Midwest, the Little Miami

Scenic Trail spans over 78 miles. This paved trail follows the Little Miami
River, offering breathtaking views of towering cliffs, cascading waterfalls,
and vibrant forests. The moderately challenging terrain provides a
rewarding ride for experienced cyclists, while the stunning surroundings
create an unforgettable experience.

6. Buckeye Trail:
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For those seeking an adventurous cycling experience, the Buckeye Trail is

a 1,444-mile loop that traverses the diverse landscapes of Ohio. While not
exclusively a rail trail, this multi-use route incorporates sections of former
railroad lines and offers a challenging and rewarding ride. The Buckeye
Trail provides a unique opportunity to explore Ohio's rich history, natural
beauty, and charming towns.

Planning Your Trip:

To ensure a memorable rail trail adventure, here are some tips to consider:

= Choose the right trail: Consider the length, terrain, and scenery of
each trail to find the one that best suits your preferences and abilities.
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= Plan your route: Map out your desired route, including rest stops and
overnight accommodations if necessary.

= Check for closures and conditions: Before you embark on your
journey, check for any trail closures or potential hazards.

= Bring plenty of supplies: Pack ample water, snacks, and a first-aid
kit for emergencies.

= Be prepared for the weather: Dress appropriately for the expected
weather conditions and bring layers for changing temperatures.

= Respect the trails and communities: Follow trail etiquette, stay on
designated paths, and be respectful of local residents.

The rail trails of lllinois, Indiana, and Ohio offer a unique and unforgettable
cycling experience. Whether you're a seasoned cyclist or a leisurely rider,
there's a trail that will captivate your senses and create lasting memories.
Immerse yourself in the stunning scenery, rich history, and vibrant
communities that these rail trails showcase. So, gather your gear, plan your
route, and embark on an adventure that will leave you refreshed,
rejuvenated, and eager for more.
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