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Nestled amidst the rolling hills, glistening lakes, and verdant forests of
Michigan and Wisconsin, a network of enchanting rail trails awaits
discovery. These paved paths, once bustling with the iron horse, have been
transformed into recreational havens, offering a unique blend of scenic
vistas, captivating history, and endless adventure. Whether you're an avid
cyclist, an enthusiastic hiker, or simply seeking a leisurely stroll through
nature's embrace, Michigan and Wisconsin's rail trails will captivate your
senses and leave an enduring impression.

Michigan's Rail Trails: A Tapestry of Beauty and History

Michigan boasts an impressive collection of rail trails, each with its own
distinctive character and allure. From the shores of Lake Michigan to the
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rustic charm of the Upper Peninsula, these trails meander through diverse
landscapes, showcasing the state's natural wonders and rich heritage.

Kalamazoo River Valley Trail

Stretching for over 33 miles along the scenic Kalamazoo River, the
Kalamazoo River Valley Trail is a haven for outdoor enthusiasts. Pedal
through lush meadows, glide past towering trees, and marvel at the river's
gentle flow. Along the way, stop at quaint towns like Saugatuck and
Douglas, where charming shops, art galleries, and delectable eateries
await your exploration.

Iron Belle Trail

As Michigan's longest rail trail, the Iron Belle Trail spans an impressive
1,250 miles across the state's Lower and Upper Peninsulas. This epic trail
traverses a diverse range of ecosystems, from rolling farmlands to dense
forests and sparkling lakes. Immerse yourself in the region's mining and
industrial heritage as you cycle past historic sites and abandoned mines.

North Country Trail

The North Country Trail is a National Scenic Trail that traverses seven
states, including Michigan. In Michigan, the trail follows a 550-mile route
through the heart of the state's Upper Peninsula. Hike or bike through
towering forests, alongside pristine rivers, and past sparkling waterfalls.
Discover secluded lakes and charming towns that embody the spirit of the
Great Lakes region.

Wisconsin's Rail Trails: Exploring the Badger State's Heritage



Wisconsin's rail trails are equally captivating, offering a glimpse into the
state's rich history and stunning natural beauty. From the rolling hills of
southern Wisconsin to the rugged shorelines of Lake Superior, these trails
provide a unique perspective on the Badger State's diverse landscapes.

Elroy-Sparta State Trail

Nestled in the heart of Wisconsin's Driftless Area, the Elroy-Sparta State
Trail is a 32-mile paved trail that follows the former Chicago and North
Western Railway line. Cycle or hike through picturesque valleys, past
towering sandstone bluffs, and across historic trestles. Explore the
charming towns of Elroy and Sparta, where you'll find unique shops, art
galleries, and cozy cafes.

Old Abe State Trail

Named after Wisconsin's beloved Civil War eagle mascot, the Old Abe
State Trail spans 18 miles between the towns of Stanley and Abbotsford.
This scenic trail winds through rolling farmlands, picturesque forests, and
charming small towns. Along the way, visit historic sites and learn about the
region's agricultural heritage.

Ice Age National Scenic Trail

The Ice Age National Scenic Trail is a 1,200-mile footpath that traces the
edge of the last continental glacier that covered Wisconsin. In Wisconsin,
the trail follows a 600-mile route through diverse ecosystems, including
forests, prairies, wetlands, and shorelines. Hike or bike along the trail,
discovering the unique geological formations and rich natural history that
make Wisconsin a nature lover's paradise.

Planning Your Rail Trail Adventure



Embarking on a rail trail adventure is an unforgettable experience that can
be tailored to your interests and fitness level. Here are some tips to help
you plan your journey:

Choosing the Right Trail

With so many rail trails to choose from, selecting the perfect one for your
adventure can be overwhelming. Consider your interests, fitness level, and
the time you have available. Research different trails online or consult local
tourism bureaus for personalized recommendations.

Preparing for Your Ride or Hike

Before setting off on your rail trail adventure, ensure you have the
necessary gear and supplies. Pack plenty of water, snacks, and sunscreen.
Wear comfortable clothing and appropriate footwear. If you're cycling, bring
a helmet and a repair kit.

Discovering the Trails' Hidden Gems

While the main rail trails offer breathtaking scenery, don't overlook the
smaller, lesser-known trails that branch off from the main paths. These
hidden gems often lead to secluded lakes, charming towns, and historical
sites. Take some time to explore these off-the-beaten-path treasures.

Embracing the Local Culture

As you travel along the rail trails, make an effort to connect with the local
communities. Visit charming towns, sample regional cuisine, and engage
with the friendly residents. By immersing yourself in the local culture, you'll
gain a deeper appreciation for the region's history and heritage.

Preserving the Trails for Future Generations



Michigan and Wisconsin's rail trails are invaluable assets that deserve our
care and protection. As you enjoy your adventure, remember to practice
responsible trail etiquette by staying on designated paths, packing out what
you pack in, and respecting the natural environment. By ng so, you'll help
preserve these trails for future generations to enjoy.

Michigan and Wisconsin's rail trails are a testament to the power of
transforming forgotten infrastructure into recreational havens. These paved
paths offer a unique and unforgettable way to explore the region's diverse
landscapes, rich history, and charming towns. Whether you're an avid
cyclist, an enthusiastic hiker, or simply seeking a leisurely escape into
nature's embrace, Michigan and Wisconsin's rail trails promise an
adventure that will create lasting memories. So, lace up your hiking boots,
grab your bike, and embark on a journey of scenic beauty and historical
significance along these enchanting trails.
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