
Explore the Untamed Backcountry of Alaska:
A Guide to Valdez and Thompson Pass Skiing
Alaska, the Last Frontier, beckons adventure seekers with its vast and
untamed wilderness. Among its many attractions, backcountry skiing
stands out as an unparalleled experience, offering a thrilling blend of
adrenaline, exhilaration, and awe-inspiring scenery.
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In this guide, we delve into two exceptional backcountry skiing destinations
in Alaska: Valdez and Thompson Pass. Known for their legendary powder,
endless slopes, and breathtaking landscapes, these areas promise an
unforgettable skiing adventure.

Valdez: A Glacier-Kissed Ski Paradise
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Nestled amidst towering mountains and the majestic Prince William Sound,
Valdez is a mecca for backcountry skiers. Its proximity to the Chugach
Mountains ensures an abundance of pristine powder, while the stunning
scenery creates a backdrop that will leave you in awe.

Valdez offers a diverse range of terrain, from mellow slopes perfect for
beginners to challenging couloirs and steeps for the more adventurous.
Whether you prefer tree skiing, open bowls, or glacier runs, Valdez has
something to offer every skier.

Heli-Skiing in Valdez

For an unforgettable experience, consider heli-skiing in Valdez. This
exhilarating activity allows you to access remote and untouched slopes,
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where you can enjoy the thrill of skiing untracked powder amidst
breathtaking mountain vistas.

Several heli-skiing operators in Valdez offer guided tours that cater to all
skill levels. Whether you're a seasoned pro or a first-timer, you'll find a
package that suits your needs.

Thompson Pass: A Wilderness Winter Wonderland

Located in the heart of the Alaska Range, Thompson Pass is a backcountry
skiing paradise that offers an unforgettable wilderness experience. With
endless slopes, towering peaks, and a remote setting, it's a true haven for
skiers seeking adventure.
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The terrain in Thompson Pass is varied and challenging, with steep chutes,
open powder fields, and glaciated peaks. The area is particularly renowned
for its couloirs, which provide a thrilling and technical skiing experience.

Due to its remote location, accessing Thompson Pass requires a long
approach by snowmobile or ski plane. However, the effort is well worth it
when you finally reach the pristine slopes and experience the solitude and
beauty of this wilderness wonderland.

Cat-Skiing in Thompson Pass

Another way to explore the backcountry of Thompson Pass is through cat-
skiing. Guided cat-skiing tours provide access to vast and remote terrain,
allowing you to experience the thrill of skiing untracked powder tanpa the
arduous uphill climb.

Several cat-skiing operators in Thompson Pass offer tours that range from
beginner-friendly to advanced. Whether you're looking for gentle slopes or
challenging steeps, you'll find a cat-skiing package that meets your needs.

Planning Your Alaska Backcountry Skiing Adventure

Planning a backcountry skiing trip to Alaska requires careful preparation
and consideration. Here are some essential tips to ensure a safe and
enjoyable experience:

Choose the right time: The best time for backcountry skiing in Alaska
is typically from February to April, when the snowpack is stable and the
days are longer.

Hire a guide: Unless you have extensive backcountry skiing
experience, it's highly recommended to hire a certified guide. A guide



will help you navigate the terrain safely, assess snow conditions, and
provide valuable insights.

Bring the right gear: Backcountry skiing requires specialized gear,
including skis, boots, bindings, avalanche safety equipment, and
appropriate clothing.

Check the weather forecast: Before venturing into the backcountry,
always check the weather forecast and be prepared for changing
conditions.

Respect the wilderness: Alaska's backcountry is a fragile and pristine
environment. Practice Leave No Trace principles and minimize your
impact on the wilderness.

Backcountry skiing in Valdez and Thompson Pass, Alaska, offers an
unparalleled adventure in the heart of the Last Frontier. With endless
powder, breathtaking landscapes, and challenging terrain, these areas
cater to all levels of skiers seeking an unforgettable wilderness experience.

Whether you prefer heli-skiing, cat-skiing, or self-propelled backcountry,
Alaska's vast and untamed wilderness awaits. Embrace the adventure,
seek the untracked powder, and create memories that will last a lifetime.
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