
Dead Babies and Seaside Towns: A Tale of
Murder, Obsession, and the Fragility of
Innocence
In the quaint seaside town of Hastings, on the southern coast of England, a
chilling crime unfolded in the summer of 2011. The victim was 2-year-old
Bella Wright, a beautiful and innocent toddler who was brutally murdered
by her father. The perpetrator, Steven Wright, a former soldier haunted by
mental illness, admitted to killing his daughter in a fit of rage and despair.
The case sent shockwaves through the community and the nation, raising
questions about the fragility of childhood and the darkness that can lurk
beneath the surface of seemingly idyllic places.

The Hastings Murder

On August 19, 2011, Steven Wright called 999 and confessed to killing his
daughter. Bella had been reported missing earlier that morning, and a
frantic search had been underway. Wright told the police that he had
strangled Bella in a fit of anger because she had soiled her nappy. He led
the officers to the body, which he had hidden in the garden of his home.
The post-mortem examination revealed that Bella had suffered extensive
injuries, including a fractured skull and bruising to her head and body.
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Wright was arrested and charged with murder. He initially denied the
charges, claiming that he had found Bella dead in her cot. However, he
later pleaded guilty to manslaughter on the grounds of diminished
responsibility. He was sentenced to life in prison, with a minimum term of
15 years.

The Victims

Bella Wright was a bright and cheerful toddler who brought joy to everyone
who knew her. Her short life was cut tragically short by the actions of her
father. Bella's family was devastated by her loss. Her mother, Kelly Wright,
described her as "a beautiful little girl who was taken away from us far too
soon."

The other victims of this tragedy were the residents of Hastings. The
murder of a young child in their midst shattered the sense of peace and
security that had once characterized the town. Many people were left
feeling deeply shocked and saddened by the events that had taken place.

The Investigation

The investigation into Bella's murder was complex and challenging. The
police had to piece together the events leading up to the crime and
determine what had motivated Wright to kill his daughter. They also had to
take into account Wright's mental health history and whether he was fit to
stand trial.
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The police investigation revealed that Wright had been suffering from
depression and anxiety in the months leading up to the murder. He had
also been experiencing financial problems and had lost his job. On the day
of the murder, Wright had been drinking heavily and had taken cocaine.

The psychiatric evaluation of Wright found that he had a history of
personality disorder and had been treated for depression in the past.
However, the experts concluded that he was fit to stand trial.

The Trial

The trial of Steven Wright began in May 2012 at Lewes Crown Court. The
prosecution presented evidence of Wright's violent and abusive behavior
towards Bella. Witnesses testified that Wright had frequently shouted at
Bella and had even slapped her on one occasion.

The defense argued that Wright was not responsible for his actions due to
his mental illness. They presented evidence of Wright's depression and
anxiety and of the fact that he had been taking cocaine on the day of the
murder.

The jury deliberated for three days before finding Wright guilty of
manslaughter on the grounds of diminished responsibility. The judge
sentenced Wright to life in prison, with a minimum term of 15 years.

The Aftermath

The murder of Bella Wright had a profound impact on the community of
Hastings. The town was left reeling from the shock and grief of the tragedy.
Many people were left wondering how such a heinous crime could have
happened in their midst.



In the years since the murder, the town has worked to come to terms with
the events that took place. The community has rallied around Bella's family
and has raised funds to support them. The town council has also erected a
memorial to Bella in the local park.

The murder of Bella Wright is a reminder of the fragility of innocence and
the darkness that can lurk beneath the surface of seemingly idyllic places.
It is a story that continues to haunt the community of Hastings and serves
as a warning against the dangers of violence and abuse.

The case of Bella Wright is a tragic and complex one. It is a story of
murder, obsession, and the fragility of innocence. It is also a story of the
resilience of a community that has come together to support each other in
the face of adversity.

The murder of Bella Wright is a reminder that we must cherish the precious
time we have with our loved ones. We must also be aware of the signs of
abuse and neglect and take action to protect those who are vulnerable.

Bella Wright's legacy will live on through the work of the Bella Wright
Foundation, which was set up by her family to support other families who
have been affected by child abuse. The foundation provides funding for
research into child abuse and supports projects that help to prevent child
abuse from happening in the first place.

We must never forget Bella Wright and the other innocent children who
have lost their lives to violence and abuse. We must continue to fight for a
world where all children are safe and loved.
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